
In order to ensure that tap water meets standards, USEPA and the 
State Water Resources Control Board prescribe regulaƟons that 
limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by 
public water systems.  Department regulaƟons also establish limits 
for contaminants in boƩled water that provide the same 
protecƟon for public health.  The City of Porterville tests its water 
at each well site and at numerous locaƟons throughout the 
distribuƟon system on a regular basis in order to comply with all 
state and federal standards. 
 
City of Porterville water comes from 37 municipal water wells and 
1 standby well located throughout the city.  Before being pumped 
into the distribuƟon system, a disinfectant is added to the water 
to protect you from potenƟal microbial contaminants.   
 
An assessment of all the drinking water sources for the City of 
Porterville was completed in February of 2022.  Of the 37 wells, 
six have been determined to be vulnerable to PCE contaminaƟon, 
and seven have been determined to be vulnerable to nitrate 
contaminaƟon, and one vulnerable to DBCP contaminaƟon; 
however, none of these consƟtuents have been detected at 
concentraƟons over the drinking water standards.  A copy of the 
complete assessment is available at the City CorporaƟon yard, 555 
N. Prospect Street.     
 
We are required to monitor your drinking water for specific 
contaminants on a regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are 
an indicator of whether or not our drinking water meets health 
standards. For addiƟonal water quality data, please contact David 
Payne at 782-7518.  Your concerns can also be addressed to the 
Porterville City Council.  MeeƟngs are held at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month at City Hall, 291 N. Main Street.  
Council sessions are open to the public. Property owners, with any 
type of tenants, please make copies of this report and distribute 
them to your tenants and/or post on your community board if 
available. 
 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and boƩled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  
As water travels over the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, radioacƟve material, and can pick up substances resulƟng 
from the presence of animals or from human acƟvity. 
 
Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
microbial contaminants such as viruses and bacteria; inorganic 
contaminants such as salts and metals; pesƟcides and herbicides 
that may come from a variety of sources; organic chemical 
contaminants, including syntheƟc and volaƟle organic chemicals, 
that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum 
producƟon, and radioacƟve contaminants that can be naturally 
occurring.   
 
Drinking water, including boƩled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk.  More informaƟon about contaminants 
and potenƟal health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. 

 IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR AQUARIUM OWNERS AND HOME 
DIALYSIS PATIENTS 
 
To meet USEPA regulaƟons the water supply will contain chlorine.  
Residents with aquariums or fish ponds should remove the chlorine 
with water condiƟoning chemicals or granular acƟvated carbon.  
Contact your local tropical fish store to determine the best water 
treatment for your fish.  If you are receiving kidney dialysis treatment, 
please contact your doctor or dialysis technician to be sure that the 
equipment is adequately removing the chlorine. 
 
OTHER PRECAUTIONS THE PUBLIC SHOULD CONSIDER 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general populaƟon.  Immune-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who 
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be parƟcularly 
at risk from infecƟons.  These people should seek advice about 
drinking water from their health care providers.  USEPA/Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of infecƟon by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
0 – Indicates a value less than the detecƟon reporƟng level 
 

AL - AcƟon Level - The concentraƟon of a contaminant which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water 
system must follow. 
 

MCL - Maximum Contaminant Level - The highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  Primary MCLs are set as 
close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically and technologically 
feasible.  Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, taste, and 
appearance of drinking water. 
 

MCLG - Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MCLGs are set by the U.S. Environmental 
ProtecƟon Agency (USEPA).  
 

ND – Non-Detected – consƟtuent not detectable in test sample 
 

pCi/l – Picocuries per liter  
 

ppm/b/t – Parts Per Million / Billion / Trillion 
 

Primary Drinking Water Standard - Primary MCLs, specific treatment 
techniques adopted in lieu of primary MCLs, and monitoring and 
reporƟng requirements for MCLs that are specific in regulaƟons. 
 

PHG - Public Health Goal - The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  PHGs 
are set by the California Environmental ProtecƟon Agency. 
 

Range of DetecƟon – the highest (maximum) and lowest (minimum) 
level of contaminaƟon detected in a sample set (a group of samples 
accompanied by a suite of properƟes that describe shared 
characterisƟcs of all samples in the group) 
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ENGLISH 
 
Este informe conƟene informacion muy importante sobre su 
agua potable de beber.  Traduze este informacion or si Ɵene 
preguntas, pueden hablar con Bertha Yarbrough a (559) 782-
7518. 
 
 

 
 

Field Services Division 
Public Works Department 
Water UƟliƟes 
555 N. Prospect St. 
Porterville, CA  93257 
Phone: (559) 782-7514 



 

 


