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Testing for Lead in Schools

The State of California required that all 
public schools built before 2010 test for 
lead in their drinking water by July 1, 
2019. In 2018, the Department of Defense 
(DoD) worked with all school districts in 
our service area that serve kindergarten 
through 12th grade to develop sampling 
plans, test samples, and conduct follow-up 
monitoring, if needed, for corrective actions.

For more information, please see our 
Testing for Lead in Schools web page. For 
specific information regarding local school 
data, see the state web portal.

Lead and Copper Rule

The lead and copper rule requires us to 
test water inside a representative number 
of homes that have plumbing most 
likely to contain lead and/or lead solder 
to determine the presence of lead and 
copper or any action level exceedance 
(AL). An action level is the concentration 
of a contaminant which, when exceeded, 
triggers corrective actions before it 
becomes a health concern. If action levels 
are exceeded, either at a customer’s home 

or system-wide, we work with the customer 
to investigate the issue and/or implement 
corrosion control treatment to reduce lead 
levels. The results published below in the 
Lead and Copper section are from 2018. 
They were provided by DoD before Cal 
Water acquired the water system.

Lead Service Line Inventory (LSLI)

Protecting our customers’ health and 
safety is our highest priority. As part of 
this commitment, we have been working 
to identify and replace any old customer 
water service lines and fittings that 
may contain lead. California Senate Bill 
(SB) 1398 required all water utilities in 
California to develop an inventory of all 
distribution service line materials, and 
submit a list of known service lines to the 
state by 2018. A list of unknown service 
lines that may contain lead, along with a 
plan for replacement, was due to the state 
by July 1, 2020. Known lines are replaced 
as soon as possible.

More information regarding LSLI and 
specific data for each water system can be 
found on the state web site.

As the issue of lead in water continues to be top of mind for many Americans, 
Cal Water wants to assure you about the quality of your water. We are 
compliant with health and safety codes mandating use of lead-free materials in 
water system replacements, repairs, and new installations. We have no known 
lead service lines in our systems. We test and treat (if necessary) water sources 
to ensure that the water delivered to customer meters meets all water quality 
standards and is not corrosive toward plumbing materials.

The water we deliver to your home meets lead standards. However, if present, 
elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing 
(for example, lead solder used to join copper plumbing, and brass and other 
lead-containing fixtures).

Cal Water is responsible for providing high-quality drinking water to our 
customers’ meters, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 
2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.

If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water 
tested by a certified lab. More information about lead in drinking water can be 
found on the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

In your system, results from our lead monitoring program, conducted in 
accordance with the Lead and Copper Rule, were below the action level 
for the presence of lead.
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