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»Our Commitment

We are pleased to present to you this year’s annual water qual-
ity report. This report is a snapshot of last year’s water quality
covering all testing performed between January 1 and December 31,
12024. Included are details about your sources of water, what it con-
tains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.
Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply
of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make
to continually improve the water treatment process and protect
our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the qual-
ity of your water and providing you with this information

because informed customers are our best allies.

Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of San Luis Obispo is fortunate to have several

sources of water. The Salinas Reservoir (also known as
Santa Margarita Lake, eight miles east of Santa Margarita),
Whale Rock Reservoir (Cayucos), and Nacimiento Lake (16
miles northwest of Paso Robles) are the main supplies. The sur-
face water from the three lakes is treated at the Stenner Creek
Water Treatment Plant. In 2024 the treatment plant delivered
1.73 billion gallons of water to San Luis Obispo.

Source Water Assessment
Assessments of the drinking water sources for the City of San Luis Obispo have been

conducted. These sources include Salinas Reservoir, Whale Rock Reservoir, and
Nacimiento Lake. These sources are considered most vulnerable to the following activi-
ties not associated with any detected contaminants: grazing, managed forests, recreational
areas, septic systems, sewer collection systems, and gas stations.

A copy of the complete assessment is available from the SWRCB Division of Drinking
Water, 1180 Eugenia Place, Suite 200, Carpinteria, California 93013 or the City of San
Luis Obispo, 879 Morro Street, San Luis Obispo, California 93401.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the gen-
eral population. Immunocompromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people
with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants, can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should
seek advice about drinking water from their health-care providers. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)/Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryprosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791) or epa.gov/safewater.
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Substances That Could Be in Water

he sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,

streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally occurring or result
from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and Herbicides that may come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff,
agricultural application, and septic systems.

?\;

Radioactive Contaminants that can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA and State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations
and California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the
same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least
small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Public Meetings

ity council meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of each month at
6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 990 Palm Street. A public comment period is held at the
beginning of each meeting.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any questions relating to your drinking
water, please contact Jason Meeks, Water Treatment Plant Supervisor, at (805) 781-7566
or jmeeks@slocity.org.
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