           Consumer Confidence Report

Ananda Water Department

2/14/24
Dear Members & Guests, 

The following “Consumer Confidence Report” is presented to you in compliance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Its purpose is to inform the community annually of all water tests conducted in the previous year. In accordance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act, various water tests are performed at different intervals, depending on the nature of the test. What follows is a brief overview of our water sources, an explanation of the three types of water tests we performed in 2023 or before, and the test results.

Water Sources:  All of our water is produced from three wells, the Dairy Well, the St.Francis Well, and the Ballpark Well, all three of which are included in all water tests. The Dairy Well is located near the blacksmith shop, the St.Francis Well is located several hundred feet downhill from the St.Francis Pond, and the Ballpark Well is located another 500’ further downhill in the horse pasture. The wells have very similar characteristics in their location (all three are located at approx. the 2600 ft. elevation), drilled depth (all three are approx. 100 ft. deep), static water depth (all three have water generally about 10-20 ft. below the wellhead when the pump is not running), recharge depth (all three obtain most of their water from fractures in the granite about 70 ft. down), and water characteristics (pH, mineral content, etc.).  The water is blended in the system at a ratio of approximately 6/7ths Dairy Well water and 1/7th St. Francis Well water
Microbiological Tests: Every month, we test one sample tap in our distribution system (in a given residential cluster) for coliform bacteria.  Coliform are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially harmful, waterborne pathogens may be present or that a potential pathway exists through which contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system.  We found coliforms indicating the need to look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct assessments(s) to identify problems and to correct any problems that were found during these assessments.  

     During the past year we were required to conduct a level one assessment.  A level one assessment was completed.  In addition, we were required to take a corrective action and we completed this corrective action. Table 6 shows this violation.
Secondary Drinking Water Standards Tests: These tests are performed every 3 years for all of our wells. The results pertain generally to the aesthetics of drinking water, with a few notable exceptions. Table 1 shows the detectable levels of those chemicals and minerals whose presence can affect the aesthetics (taste, odor, and appearance) of drinking water.  Tables 2, 3, and 5 are of those minerals and chemicals that, at elevated levels, can be considered harmful.

Lead and Copper Tests:  Table 4 shows the tests to measure the amount of lead and copper in 5 sample homes in the community.  The very favorable results show the continued success of the aeration system in neutralizing the pH of our water, thereby minimizing the leaching of metals from our interior plumbing.
Ananda Village Participation:  Everyone at Ananda Village is encouraged to participate in decisions regarding our water, including those involving water quality and rates.  These issues are discussed at Village Council meetings, which occur on the first Wednesdays of the month.                            
     In addition, the California Department of Health Services has asked us to make available to you a Drinking Water Source Assessment that describes where our ground water comes from and the potential contaminants that might affect it.  We also received a waiver from testing for several synthetic organic compounds. These documents are on file at the water office for you to see.

     If you would like a translation of this document in Spanish, please contact Peter or Marga Goering at 478-7573. (Si desea una traduccion al espanol de este documento, pongase en contacto con Peter o Marga Goering Tel 478-7573.)
Additional Information the USEPA would like you to know:

    The sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

     Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

*   Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

*   Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

*   Pesticides and herbicides that may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

*   Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.
*   Radioactive contaminants that can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

     In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  State Board regulations also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.
     Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

     Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  USEPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
In Service, 

Ramu (Ken) Atwell (530) 470-2350 
Water Operator                                           
