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We’ve Come a Long Way

Once again, we are proud to present our annual water quality report covering the
period between January 1 and December 31, 2021. In a matter of only a few
decades, drinking water has become exponentially safer and more reliable than at
_.any other point in human history. Our exceptional staff continues to work hard

every day—at all hours—to deliver the highest-quality drinking water with-
out interruption. Although the challenges ahead are many, we feel that by
relentlessly investing in customer outreach and education, new treatment

Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of Soledad’s residents were fortunate, during this past year, to enjoy an abun-

dant groundwater supply from the City’s wells, all five of which were active. The wells
have a combined pumping capacity of about 4,788 gallons per minute. In 2021, these
five wells pumped more than 701 million gallons of clean drinking water. To learn more
about our watershed, go to Surf Your Watershed at www.epa.gov/surf.

The water supply for the City of Soledad wells comes from aquifers that are continuously
being replenished with releases of water from the San Antonio and Nacimiento Reservoirs.
The reservoirs are operated by the Monterey County Water Resource Agency. According
to Monterey County Water Resource data, approximately 90.4% of the water from the
Salinas Valley aquifers is consumed by agricultural operations. City populations consume
about 9.6% of the groundwater supply.

Community Participation

You are invited to attend City of Soledad Council meetings to share your ideas and
concerns about your drinking water. The Soledad Council meets the first Wednesday
of each month beginning at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall, 248 Main Street, Soledad, California.
Our Office hours are Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m.
The Zoom and Agenda links are on the city website, at www.cityofsoledad.com.

~

Source Water Assessment

Source Water Assessment Plan (SWAP) is an assessment of the delineated area around

our listed sources through which contaminants, if present, could migrate and reach
our source water. It also includes an inventory of potential sources of contamination
within the delineated area, and a determination of the water supply’s susceptibility to
contamination by the identified potential sources.

According to the Source Water Assessment Plan, our water system had a susceptibility
rating of ‘medium’. If you would like to review the Source Water Assessment Plan, please
contact the Public Works Manager during regular office hours.

OXx0 o g w N
QEO® o5 o,m;
S8g<€ x 2820 o ®a
S =xa 3 =2 B &Z0
W o< [~ —-
Q&+ O o 5 © 9‘2..\2
© 3 9 @ e g 5 =]
R~ N g 0O~ o
2 8w g ° w =
2 33 = O >
[0] a 0Q T 5 = U
a N £ 3 5 o o 5
o F & o o @ e =
D O B o =}
L =5 &
ER = =) 2
S o %Ué-—- (s
CD% »—Na‘
S 2-02
5 g g B
= S
[ o Z Q.
('-_) 5 0 o
g2
-2
o
B ET
(e}
=
15
o =
&L o=
%)
SEACAAY
BE 2oz
S = o
®) 17
HHUH(/)
o
E T
o
= O

Safeguarding Your Water

his Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) reflects changes in drinking water regula-

tory requirements during 2021. These revisions add the requirements of the federal
Revised Total Coliform Rule, effective since April 1, 2016, to the existing state Total
Coliform Rule. The revised rule still protects public health by ensuring the integrity of
the drinking water distribution system and monitoring for the presence of microbials
(ie., total coliform and E. co/i bacteria). The U.S. EPA anticipates greater public health
protection because the rule requires water systems that are vulnerable to microbial con-
tamination to identify and fix problems. Water systems that exceed a specified frequency
of total coliform occurrences are required to conduct an assessment to determine if any
sanitary defects exist. If found, these must be corrected by the water system. The state
Revised Total Coliform Rule became effective July 1, 2021.

Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant

women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and com-
ponents associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible for providing
high-quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumb-
ing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using
water for drinking or cooking. (If you do so, you may wish to collect the flushed water and
reuse it for another beneficial purpose, such as watering plants.) If you are concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Important Health Information ~
ome people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking S\%’ '

water than the general population. Immunocompromised
persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, i
and infants may be particularly at risk from infections. These ! s &i
people should seek advice about drinking water from their =
health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryprosporidium and

other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791 or http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

(8) For more information about this report, or for any questions

¢ relating to your drinking water, please call Moises Arizmendi,

Public Works Manager - Water Department, at (831) 223-5190, or email at marizmendi@
cityofsoledad.com.
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