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.k Quality First

Once again, we are pleased to present our annual water
quality report covering all testing performed between
January 1 and December 31, 2020. As in years past, we are
committed to delivering the best-quality drinking water possible.

To that end, we remain vigilant in meeting the challenges of
new regulations, source water protection, water conservation,
and community outreach and education while continuing to
serve the needs of all our water users. Thank you for allowing

us the opportunity to serve you and your family.

We encourage you to share your thoughts with us on the information contained in this
report. After all, well-informed customers are our best allies.

Special Education Information

A rsenic can entet the water supply from natural deposits in the earth

r from industrial and agricultural pollution. It is widely believed that
naturally occurring arsenic dissolves out of certain rock formations when
groundwater levels drop significantly. Some industries in the United States
release thousands of pounds of arsenic into the environment every year.
While your drinking water meets the federal and state standard, it does contain low levels
of arsenic. The arsenic standard balances the current understanding of arsenic’s possible
health effects against the costs of removing arsenic from drinking water. The U.S. EPA
continues to research the health effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known
to cause cancer in humans at high concentrations and is linked to other health effects,
such as skin damage and circulatory problems.

Nitrate is a chemical found in most fertilizers, manure, and liquid waste discharged from
septic tanks. Natural bacteria in soil can convert nitrogen into nitrate. Rain or irrigation
water can carry nitrate down through the soil into groundwater. Your drinking water may
contain nitrate if your well draws from groundwater. Nitrate in drinking water at levels
above 10 milligrams per liter (mg/L) is a health risk for infants of less than six months
of age. Such nitrate levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the infants
blood to carry oxygen, resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include shortness of breath
and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above 10 mg/L may also affect the ability of the
blood to carry oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with
certain specific enzyme deficiencies. If you are caring for an infant or you are pregnant,
you should seek advice from your health care provider.

Community Participation
You are invited to attend City of Soledad Council meetings and share your ideas

and concerns about your drinking water. The Soledad Council meets the first
and third Wednesday of each month, beginning at 6:30 p.m., at City Hall 248 Main
Street, Soledad. Our office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to noon
and 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. See the Agenda link on our website, www.cityofsoledad.com or
call (831) 223-5014 during business hours to obtain the meeting phone/ID number.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of Soledad’s residents were fortunate during this past year to enjoy an

abundant groundwater supply from the city’s wells. All five of these wells were active.
The wells have a combined pumping capacity of about 4,788 gallons per minute. In 2020
these five wells pumped a total of more than 737 million gallons of clean drinking water.
To learn more about our watershed on the internet, go to Surf Your Watershed at www.
epa.gov/surf.

The water supply for the City of Soledad wells comes from aquifers that are continuously
being replenished with releases of water from the San Antonio and Nacimiento Reservoirs.
The reservoirs are operated by the Monterey County Water Resource Agency. According
to Monterey County Water Resource data, approximately 90.4 percent of the water
from the Salinas Valley aquifers is consumed by agricultural operations. City populations
consume about 9.6 percent of the groundwater supply.

Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially

for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and
home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high-quality drinking water,
but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to two minutes before using water for
drinking or cooking. (If you do so, you may wish to collect the flushed water and reuse it
for another beneficial purpose, such as watering plants.) If you are concerned about lead
in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or at www.cepa.gov/safewater/lead.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the
general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care
providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800)
426-4791 or http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

( For more information about this report, or for any
questions relating to your drinking water, please call Moises
Arizmendi, Public Works Manager, at (831) 223-5190 or email marizmendi@

cityofsoledad.com.
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