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Laytonville County Water District

2023 Consumer Confidence Report

The Laytonville County Water District Board of Directors, Chairman Mike Davis, Vice-Chairman Tim Henry, and Members Kary Foltz and Jayma Shields Spence, and the District’s staff comprised of Water Treatment/Distribution Operators Steve Hencz and Jay Augustyniak, Office Manager Tracey Athey, and District Manager Jim Shields, are pleased to provide you with our annual Consumer Confidence Report (“CCR”).  During 2023, the District’s drinking water met or exceeded all state and federal government drinking water standards. The District’s staff is comprised of locally-based folks who live in the Laytonville community. One of the advantages of being a small, rural water district is that we all know most of the people who live in the Laytonville community and are very familiar with its history, traditions, and all of its nooks and crannies. 

This report is designed to inform you about the quality water and services we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the high quality of your water. 

Since your water comes from a natural source, two wells located adjacent to Harwood Park that draw water from an ancient lakebed aquifer, that meets both federal and state standards, it is considered safe or “potable” (rhymes with “floatable”).  In accordance with state and federal regulations, your drinking water is routinely monitored for numerous contaminants. These contaminants include inorganic contaminants, lead, copper, nitrates, volatile contaminants, synthetic organic contaminants, disinfection by-products, and microbiological contaminants.

In the past year we have taken hundreds of water samples in order to determine the presence of any radioactive, biological, inorganic, volatile organic or synthetic organic contaminants. You may also contact our office to make arrangements to review all water quality records on file.

 If you would like to review sample analysis records beyond those contained in this report, please feel free to contact our Customer Service Office, in person, or by telephone, so that arrangements can be made to inspect our records.  Our office is located at 45020 Highway 101, in Laytonville, and the telephone number is 707-984-6444.
Sincerely,

Jim Shields

LCWD District Manager
Water District Asks Customers To Comply With Outdoor Watering Rule

The Laytonville County Water District is in very good shape with its water supply and continues to closely monitor all conditions relative to that situation.

During the historic 2012-17 Drought, the District approved two separate water conservation plans that impose year-round restrictions on outdoor irrigation and watering. While one set of rules is more severe than the other, both were employed at different times during the 2012-17 Drought. 

However since 2017, restrictions on outdoor irrigation/watering remain in effect permanently, with the so-called “7-Day  Rule” in full application. That rule appears immediately below, followed by the “2-Day Rule.” Both rules result in substantial water conservation with the 7-Day Rule at approximately 10%-plus and the 7-Day Rule in excess of 20%.

Here are the two water conservation rules:

Restriction On Outdoor Irrigation/Watering 

Outdoor watering/irrigation is allowed seven days per week.  However no irrigation/watering is allowed from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Outdoor irrigation/watering is only allowed on these days and during these hours.

Restriction On Outdoor Irrigation/Watering Violation Procedures

For violations of the Restrictions On Outdoor Irrigation/Watering, the following progressive steps of warning and fines shall occur:

 • A first violation will result in the customer receiving a verbal warning (confirmed in writing), along with a copy of the Two-Day Restriction On Outdoor Irrigation/Watering Policy.

• A second violation will result in a fine of $25.

• A third violation will result in a fine of $50.

• A fourth violation may result in the customer’s service being restricted or shut off.

Restriction Limiting Outdoor Irrigation/Watering To Twice A Week

If imposed, twice-a-week outdoor watering/irrigation is allowed only on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

1. Outdoor Irrigation/Watering is not allowed on any other day of the week, without exception.

2. On Wednesdays and Saturdays, outdoor irrigation/watering is prohibited from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

3. Outdoor Irrigation/Watering is allowed on Wednesdays and Saturdays  from 5:01 p.m. to 10:59 a.m.

4. Outdoor Irrigation/Watering is only allowed on these days and during these hours.

5. For purposes of this policy, “outdoor” includes irrigating and watering inside outbuildings, greenhouses, and “hoop” structures.

Violation Procedures:

For violations of the Restrictions On Outdoor Irrigation/Watering, the following progressive steps of warning and fines shall occur:

 • A first violation will result in the customer receiving a verbal warning (confirmed in writing), along with a copy of the Outdoor Irrigation/Watering Policy.

• A second violation will result in a fine of $100.

• A third violation will result in a fine of $500.

• A fourth violation will result in the customer’s water servic

Water System Information

Water System Name: Laytonville County Water District 

Report Date: June 28, 2024
Type of Water Source(s) in Use: Groundwater

Name and General Location of Source(s): Two wells are located in the town of Laytonville. Well #1 is located at the Water Treatment Plant, adjacent to Harwood Park. Well #3 is located at the adjacent Laytonville Rodeo Association grounds.

Drinking Water Source Assessment Information: Well #1 assessment performed in 2002; Well #3 assessment performed in 2014. 

Time and Place of Regularly Scheduled Board Meetings for Public Participation: Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday, monthly, at the LCWD Customer Service Office, at 6 p.m., 45020 Hwy. 101, Laytonville, CA.

For More Information, Contact: Jim Shields, LCWD District Manager, 707-984-6444.

About This Report

We test the drinking water quality for many constituents as required by state and federal regulations.  This report shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2022 and may include earlier monitoring data.

Importance of This Report Statement in Five Non-English Languages (Spanish, Mandarin, Tagalog, Vietnamese, and Hmong)

Language in Spanish:  Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua para beber.  Favor de comunicarse a (Laytonville County Water District, 45020 Hwy. 101, Laytonville, CA, 707-984-6444) para asistirlo en español.

Sources of Drinking Water and Contaminants that May Be Present in Source Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

• Pesticides and herbicides, that may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, that are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.

• Radioactive contaminants, that can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

Regulation of Drinking Water and Bottled Water Quality

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA and the State Board prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations and California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.

Regulation of Drinking Water and Bottled Water Quality

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA and the State Board prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations and California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.

About Your Drinking Water Quality

Drinking Water Contaminants Detected

Tables 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 list all of the drinking water contaminants that were detected during the most recent sampling for the constituent.  The presence of these contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  The State Board allows us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently.  Some of the data, though representative of the water quality, are more than one year old.  Any violation of an AL, MCL, MRDL, or TT is asterisked.  Additional information regarding the violation is provided later in this report.

Table 1.  Sampling Results Showing the Detection of Coliform Bacteria

Complete if bacteria are detected.

	Microbiological Contaminants 
	Highest No. of Detections
	No. of Months in Violation
	MCL
	MCLG
	Typical Source of Bacteria

	E. coli

	NONE
	NONE
	(a)
	0
	Human and animal fecal waste


(a) Routine and repeat samples are total coliform-positive and either is E. coli-positive or system fails to take repeat samples following E. coli-positive routine sample or system fails to analyze total coliform-positive repeat sample for E. coli.

Table 2.  Sampling Results Showing the Detection of Lead and Copper

Complete if lead or copper is detected in the last sample set.

	Lead and Copper 
	Sample Date
	No. of Samples Collected
	90th Percentile Level Detected
	No. Sites Exceeding AL
	AL
	PHG
	Typical Source of

Contaminant

	Lead (ppb)

Next scheduled lead test  is August 2025
	9-22-22
	10
	None-Detect
	none
	15
	0.2 
	Internal corrosion of household water plumbing systems; discharges from industrial manufacturers; erosion of natural deposits

	Copper (ppm)

Next scheduled copper test  is August 2025
	9-22-22
	10
	.018
	none
	1.3
	0.3
	Internal corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of natural deposits; leaching from wood preservatives


Table 3.  Sampling Results for Sodium and Hardness

	Chemical or Constituent (and reporting units)
	Sample Date
	Level Detected
	Range of Detections
	MCL
	PHG (MCLG)
	Typical Source of Contaminant

	Sodium (ppm)
	11-8-23
	Well#1=24

Well#3=34
	24-34
	None
	None
	Salt present in the water and is generally naturally occurring

	Hardness (ppm)


	11-8-23
	Well#1=167
Well#3=174
	167-174
	None
	None
	Sum of polyvalent cations present in the water, generally magnesium and calcium, and are usually naturally occurring


Table 4.  Detection of Contaminants with a Primary Drinking Water Standard

	Chemical or Constituent

(and

reporting units)
	Sample Date
	Level Detected
	Range of Detections
	MCL [MRDL]
	PHG (MCLG) [MRDLG]
	Typical Source of Contaminant

	Arsenic

ppb
	weekly
	5.83
ppb
	<2-9
	10

ppb
	0.004

ppb
	Erosion of Natural Deposits, runoff from orchards. Glass and electronics production waste.

	Nitrate (as N)
	8-17-23 Wells 1, 3
	Non-Detect
	N/A
	10 ppm
	45 ppm
	Runoff and leaching from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks and sewage; erosion of natural deposits.


Table 5.  Detection of Contaminants with a Secondary Drinking Water Standard

	Chemical or Constituent (and reporting units)
	Sample Date
	Level Detected
	Range of Detections
	SMCL
	PHG (MCLG)
	Typical Source

of

Contaminant

	Iron
	Monthly
	<100
	<100
	300
	N/A
	Leaching from natural deposits;

Industrial wastes

	Manganese
	Monthly
	<20
	<20
	50
	N/A
	Leaching from natural deposits;

Industrial wastes


Table 6.  Detection of Unregulated Contaminants

	Chemical or Constituent (and reporting units)
	Sample Date
	Level Detected
	Range of Detections
	Notification Level
	Health Effects 

	Hexavalent Chromium

ppb
	5-16-22

5-16-22
	Lot 12: ND

Effluent: ND
	Non-Detect
Non-Detect
	None
	Health Effects Language: Some people who drink water containing hexavalent chromium in excess of the 10 ppb over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. The PHG is 0.02 ppb. There is currently no MCL for hexavalent chromium. The previous California MCL of 10 ppb was withdrawn on September 11, 2017. 



	Polychlorinated Biphenyls

(PCBs)

ppb
	5-16-22

5-16-22
	Lot 12: ND

Effluent: ND
	Non-Detect

Non-Detect
	None

None
	Some people who drink water containing PCBs in excess of the MCL over many years may experience changes in their skin, thymus gland problems, immune deficiencies, or repro​ductive or nervous system difficulties, and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.


Additional General Information on Drinking Water

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  U.S. EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Lead-Specific Language:  If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  [Enter Water System’s Name] is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  [Optional: If you do so, you may wish to collect the flushed water and reuse it for another beneficial purpose, such as watering plants.]  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791) or at http://www.epa.gov/lead.
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