












Nitrate Advisory
Nitrate can result from the presence of fertilizer. Nitrate in drinking
water at levels above the MCL of 10 milligrams per liter is a health
risk for infants of less than six months of age. Such nitrate levels in
drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the infant’s blood
to carry oxygen, resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include
shortness of breath and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above
10 mg/L may also affect the ability of the blood to carry oxygen in
other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with certain
specific enzyme deficiencies.

If you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you should ask
advice from your health care provider. The level of nitrate in water
provided by Suburban in 2020 was below 10 milligrams per liter at
all times. Nitrate was less than 50 percent of the MCL in all
Suburban water sources, except in drinking water delivered to
Suburban by LPVCWD. LPVCWD supplied less than ten percent of

Suburban’s total demand in 2020.

Chloramines

Testing for Lead in School Drinking Water Sources

Suburban purchases supplemental imported water for its San Jose
Hills service area from the MWDSC and CIC. Chlorine and ammonia
are combined at the MWDSC and CIC treatment facilities to produce
chloramines.

Chloramines are added to the water for public health protection 
because they prevent regrowth of bacteria in the distribution system 
pipes and also reduce the formation of certain chemicals that are 
regulated in drinking water. All of Suburban’s water has some form of
chlorine disinfectant residual at all times.

Be advised that kidney dialysis units and aquarium owners must

All 39 public schools in Suburban’s San Jose Hills system service
area have been tested for lead in drinking fountains and food 
preparation water outlets. Suburban water quality technicians collected
water samples at the schools and submitted the samples to a California-
certified laboratory for lead analysis. Please consult your local schools  
for information regarding lead testing of drinking water sources.

remove chloramines from water prior to use. Hospitals or dialysis
centers should be aware of the chloramines from water and should
install proper chloramine removal equipment, such as carbon
adsorption units. Aquarium owners can use readily available
products to remove or neutralize chlorine. Chloraminated water is
safe for people and animals to drink, and for all other general uses.
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding chloramine in
your water, please contact Ken Reich, Quality Assurance Reporting
Manager at (626) 543-2575 or MWDSC (213) 217-6850.

Source Water and Water Quality Assessments

Water Quality Advisories

Suburban provides drinking water for the San Jose Hills service area
from its wells in the Main San Gabriel Groundwater Basin. In 2020,
Suburban also distributed treated groundwater from 1) LPVCWD  

and VCWD  and 2) treated surface 

water from MWDSC and CIC. 

Suburban and the utilities
providing supplemental water to
Suburban have completed source
water assessments in accordance
with the federal Safe Drinking Water
Act. The purpose of the source
water assessment is to promote
source water protection by
identifying types of activities in the
proximity of sources which could
pose a threat to the water quality.

You may request summaries of the
assessments by contacting Ken

Reich, Quality Assurance Reporting Manager, at (626) 543-2575
or you may request complete copies from the SWB at (818) 551-2049.

Suburban, CIC, VCWD and LPVCWD source water assessments were
completed between 2002 and 2008 and concluded groundwater
sources are most vulnerable to the following activities: leaking

underground storage tanks; known contami nant plumes from
industrial waste discharges; landfills/dumps; gas stations;
transportation corridors; machine shops; pesticide/fertilizer/
petroleum storage and transfer areas; and agricultural drainage.

MWDSC updated its sanitary surveys of the Colorado River
Watershed in 2016, and the State Water Project Watershed in
2017. Water from the Colorado River is considered to be most
vulnerable to contamination from recreation, urban and
stormwater runoff, increasing urbanization in the watershed,
and wastewater. Water supplies from Northern California’s
State Water Project are most vulnerable to contamination
from urban and stormwater runoff, wildlife, agriculture,
recreation, and wastewater. A copy of the most recent
summary of either assessment can be obtained by calling
MWDSC at (800) CALL-MWD (225-5693).

CIC completed an update of its San Gabriel River watershed
sanitary survey in 2015. The survey concluded that CIC’s surface
water is vulnerable to contamination from erosion, debris
removal, forest fires and recreational activities. You may request
summaries of the assessments by contacting Ken Reich,
Suburban Quality Assurance Reporting Manager, at
(626) 543-2575 or you may request complete copies from the
SWB at (818) 551-2049.




	2020 SJH WQR_web_1
	2020 SJH WQR_web_2
	2020 SJH WQR_web_3
	2020 SJH WQR_web_4
	2020 SJH WQR_web_5
	2020 SJH WQR_web_6
	2020 SJH WQR_web_7
	2020 SJH WQR_web_8

