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Quality First

nce again, we are pleased to present our annual

water quality report. As in years past, we are
committed to delivering the best-quality drinking water
possible. To that end, we remain vigilant in meeting the
challenges of new regulations, source water protection,
water conservation, and community outreach and
education while continuing to serve the needs of all our
water users. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity
to serve you and your family.

We encourage you to share your thoughts with us on
the information contained in this report. After all, well-
informed customers are our best allies.

Important Health Information
Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 45 ppm is

a health risk for infants of less than six months of
age. Such nitrate levels in drinking water can interfere
with the capacity of the infant’s blood to carry oxygen,
resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include shortness
of breath and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above
45 ppm may also affect the ability of the blood to carry
oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women
and those with certain specific enzyme deficiencies. If
you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you
should ask advice from your health care provider.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. The
U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention) guidelines
on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by Cryprosporidium
and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at

(800) 426-4791 or htep://
water.epa.gov/drink/

hotline. A
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Community Participation

6:00 p.m., at the Council Chambers, 746 8th Street, Wasco, California. The public =~

is welcome to attend.

he City Council meets every first and third Tuesday of the month, beginning at gy
B <

Where Does My Water Come From?

he source of Wasco’s drinking
\ — N water is the Kern County
Subbasin, which
is pumped to
the surface by
a system of ground

water wells. The aquifer is
replenished through natural
runoff from the Sierra
Nevada Mountains, as well
as through seepage from the many irrigation
canals that import water into the area from other
regions of the state.

The City of Wasco owns and operates your domestic
water supply and distribution systems. The water system
is comprised of six (6) active ground water wells and
approximately 94 miles of water distribution lines.

Source Water Assessment

Source Water Assessment Plan (SWAP) was

completed in 2002 and is now available at our
office. This plan is an assessment of the delineated area
around our listed sources through which contaminants,
if present, could migrate and reach our source water.
It also includes an inventory of potential
sources of contamination within the
delineated area, and a determination
of the water supply’s susceptibility to
contamination by the identified potential
sources. If you would like to review the
Source Water Assessment Plan, please feel
free to contact our office during regular
office hours.

Water treatment is a complex,
time-consuming process.
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Water Conservation

You can play a role in conserving water and saving
yourself money in the process by becoming conscious of
the amount of water your household is using and by looking
for ways to use less whenever you
can. It is not hard to conserve water.

Here are a few tips:

*  Automatic dishwashers use 15
gallons for every cycle, regardless of
how many dishes are loaded. So get
a run for your money and load it to capacity.

* Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth.

* Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a slow
drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a day. Fix it and you can
save almost 6,000 gallons per year.

¢ Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of
food coloring in the tank. Watch for a few minutes to see
if the color shows up in the bowl. It is not uncommon
to lose up to 100 gallons a day from an invisible toilet
leak. Fix it and you save more than 30,000 gallons a
year.

* Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks. Simply
turn off all taps and water using appliances. Then check
the meter after 15 minutes. If it moved, you have a leak.

Please remember that we are always available to assist
you should you ever have any questions or concerns
about your water. For more information about this
report, or for any questions relating to your drinking
water, please call Water Superintendent Jeff Tackett
at (661) 758-7270.
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