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We've Come a Long Way

nce again we are proud to present our annual

water quality report covering the period between
January 1 and December 31, 2016. In a matter of only
a few decades, drinking water has become exponentially
safer and more reliable than at any other point in human
history. Our exceptional staff continues to work hard
every day—at any hour—to deliver the highest-quality
drinking water without interruption. Although the
challenges ahead are many, we feel that by relentlessly
investing in customer outreach and education, new
treatment technologies, system upgrades, and training,
the payoff will be reliable, high-quality tap water
delivered to you and your family.

Important Health Information

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is
a health risk for infants of less than six months of
age. Such nitrate levels in drinking water can interfere
with the capacity of the infant’s blood to carry oxygen,
resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include shortness
of breath and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above
10 ppm may also affect the ability of the blood to carry
oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women
and those with certain specific enzyme deficiencies. If
you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you
should ask advice from your health care provider.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as those with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, those who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. The U.S.
EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention) guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants

are available from the Safe

Drinking Water Hotline at [
(800) 426-4791 or htep:// l

water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

"164%-97% (008) & SUIIOL] 191\ Sup{upq 9Jeg

SVJA SN 22 Surjeo 4q paureiqo aq ued 1092 YIeay
[enusiod pue SIUBUTWEIUOD INOQE UONEBWIOJUT JIOJA
"SONTANOE SUTUTW pue

uononpoid sed pue 10 Jo INSaI AY) 2q UED 10 FUNLINID0
A[[eImiBU 2q UED 1BY1 ‘SIUBUIWEIUO)) IAIDEOIPEY

‘swaisAs ondas pue ‘suoneorjdde [erninonde
‘JJOUNI IIEMWIOIS UBQIN ‘SUONEIS SEF WOIJ JUI0D OS[e
ued pue uononpoid wnajonad pue sassaoord [ernsnpur
Jo sonpoid-4q a1e 1By ‘s[EdTWAYD OTUE3IO J[NE[OA PUE
onayruds Surpnpour ‘syueurweIvo)) [edrway) druediQ

‘S9SN [BIIUSPISAT PUE JJOUTT
I9JEMWIIOIS UBQIN ‘amllnouﬁe SE [ONS $01N0S JO A1211BA
B wWoIlj dwod AeW eyl ‘SOPDIQISH PUE SIPIONSIJ

Burwrey 10 Surutw ‘uononpoid ses pue [10 ‘saZreydsip
I91BMISEM ONISOWOP IO [BINSNPUT ‘JJOUNI IDIEMUIIOIS
UEQIN WOIj I[NS2I UED 10 FULIMOO0 A[[eInieu 9q UEd
1B ‘S[BIDW PUE SIES SE YONS ‘S)uBuIUIeIuo) sruediouy

JI[p[14 pue ‘suonerado YO01SIAI] [BIMINOLISE ‘SWISAS
ondos ‘syuepd jusunean a8emas wolj dwWod Aeuwr 1B
‘e11010Bq PUE SISNIIA SE ONS ‘SIUBUTWIEIUOT) [EIOIIIJAI

:apnpout
1o1em 201nos ur judsard oq Aewr JeY) SIUBUTWEIUOD)

S YI[eay & sasod 101eM 1B
91BDIPUT AJITESSIDIU 10U SI0P SIUBUTWEIUOD JO 20udsard
oY, "SIUBUTWEIUOD JWOS JO SIUNOWE [[EWS ISEI] I
ureIuod 01 padadxa oq A[qeuosear Lew Ta1Em paIoq
Surpnpur orem Sunjuii(q "ypeay orqnd 1oy uonoalord
owres 91 opraoid 1Y) Iojem PaI0q UT SIUBUTWIEIUOD
10J SITWI| YSI[qeISd OS[E SUOTIB[NZDI PIBOg 218IG "SWUISAS
191em o1[qnd £q papiaoid 1a1em UT SIUBUTWEIUOD UTEIIDD
Jo 1unowre oY) I 1ey) suonen3ar aquosaid (preog
91E1G) pIEOg [OIIUOY) SIDINOSIY IdTE\ IBIS AUl pue
(Vdd 'STN) Aouady uonosol] [BIUSWUONAUY ‘S
oY1 S[ULIp 01 2Jes ST 1o1eam de1 By 2INSUD 01 IdPIO U]

311108
UBWINY WOIJ 10 S[ewiue Jo 2oudsard oy woij Sunnsar
saoueisqns dn }p}d UBD PUE ‘[BLIDIBW JA[IDBOIPEI ‘SISED
owos ul ‘pue S[eIdUTW SULIIMI00 A[[EINIBU SIA[OSSIP I
‘punoid oy y3noIyy Io pue] 2y JO 20BJINS 2Y) ISAO
S[PAERN) Iotem Sy s[em pue ‘s3urids ‘sitoarasar ‘spuod
‘SWEBIIIS ‘SB[ ‘SISAII OPNOUT (I91em PI[II0Q pue
1rem der ypoq) 1o7em JupjULIp JO SIOINOS Ay

19JBAA Ul g P|NOD) eyl S9dUeIsqng

he source of Wasco’s drinking water is the Kern County Subbasin from which water is pumped to the surface by a
system of groundwater wells. The aquifer is replenished through natural runoff from the Sierra Nevada Mountains,
as well as through seepage from the many irrigation canals that import water into the area from other regions of the State.

The City of Wasco owns and operates your domestic water supply and distribution systems. The water system comprises
six (6) active ground water wells and approximately 80 miles of water distribution lines.

Water Main Flushing

istribution mains (pipes) convey water to homes,

businesses, and hydrants in your neighborhood.
The water entering distribution mains is of very high
quality; however, water quality can deteriorate in areas of
the distribution mains over time. Water main flushing is
the process of cleaning the interior of water distribution
mains by sending a rapid flow of water through the
mains.

Flushing maintains water quality in several ways. For
example, flushing removes sediments like iron and
manganese. Although iron and manganese do not
themselves pose health concerns, they can affect the taste,
clarity, and color of the water. Additionally, sediments
can shield microorganisms from the disinfecting power of
chlorine, contributing to the growth of microorganisms
within distribution mains. Flushing helps remove stale
water and ensures the presence of fresh water with
sufficient dissolved oxygen and disinfectant levels, and
an acceptable taste and smell.

During flushing operations in your neighborhood,
some short-term deterioration of water quality, though
uncommon, is possible. You should avoid tap water
for household uses at such times. If you do use the tap,
allow your cold water to run for a few minutes at full
velocity before use, and avoid using hot water, to prevent
sediment accumulation in your hot water tank.

Please contact us if you have any questions or if you
would like more information on our water main flushing

schedule.

Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead _— /

can cause serious health problems, ,
especially for pregnant women and ,
young children. Lead in drinking water ™
is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home
plumbing. We are responsible for providing
high-quality drinking water, but we cannot
control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting
for several hours, you can minimize the potential for
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. (If
you do so, you may wish to collect the flushed water and
reuse it for another beneficial purpose, such as watering
plants.) If you are concerned about lead in your water,
you may wish to have your water tested. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you
can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at www.epa.gov/lead.

Community Participation

he City Council meets every first and third Tuesday
of the month, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at the
Council Chambers, 746 8th Street, Wasco, California.

The public is welcome to attend.

QUESTIONS?

Please remember that we are always available to assist

you should you ever have any questions or concerns
about your water. For more information about this
report, or for any questions relating to your drinking
water, please call the Water Superintendent, Jeff
Tackett, at (661) 758-7270.
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