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Our Mission Continues

‘X Je are once again pleased to present our annual water quality report covering all testing
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performed between January 1 and December 31, 2022. Over the years, we have dedicated
ourselves to producing drinking water that meets all state and federal standards. We continually
strive to adopt new methods for delivering the best-quality drinking water to you. As new chal-
lenges to drinking water safety emerge, we remain vigilant in meeting the goals of source water
protection, water conservation, and community education while continuing to serve the needs
of all our water users. Please remember that we are always available should you ever have any
questions or concerns about your water.

Testing for Cryptosporidium

onitoring of our source water indicates no

Cryptosporidium above equipment detection limits.
Cryptosporidium is a microbial pathogen found in surface
water throughout the U.S. Although filtration removes
Cryptosporidium, the most commonly used filtration
methods cannot guarantee 100-percent removal. Current
test methods do not allow us to determine if the organ-
isms are dead or if they are capable of causing disease.
Ingestion of Cryptosporidium may cause cryptosporidiosis,
an abdominal infection. Symptoms of infection include
nausea, diarthea, and abdominal cramps. Most healthy
individuals can overcome the disease within a few weeks.
However, immunocompromised people, infants and small
children, and the elderly are at greater risk of develop-
ing life-threatening illness. We encourage immunocom-
promised individuals to consult their doctor regard-
ing appropriate precautions to take to avoid infection.
Cryprosporidium must be ingested to cause disease, and it
may be spread through means other than drinking water.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-

nants in drinking water than the general popula-
tion. Immunocompromised persons such as persons
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who
have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly, and infants may be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers.
The U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention) guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by cryprosporidium and
other microbial contaminants are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or

\http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of Imperial receives its water supply from the

Colorado River via the All-American Canal and the
facilities of the Imperial Irrigation District. The city cur-
rently provides an average of 2.6 million gallons per day
and an average of 961 million gallons of water annually
to its citizens. At the present time, the City of Imperial
meets all applicable State Board, Division of Drinking
Water, and U.S. EPA domestic water quality standards.
The raw water we receive from the All-American Canal
exceeded standards for aluminum and iron. Water qual-
ity data for the reporting period ending December 31,
2019, is included in this report. Water quality infor-
mation for previous years is available for review upon
request.

Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious

health problems, especially for pregnant women
and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associ-
ated with service lines and home plumbing. We
are responsible for providing high-quality drinking
water, but we cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components. When your water
has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize
the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap
for 30 seconds to two minutes before using water for
drinking or cooking. (If you do so, you may wish
to collect the flushed water and reuse it for another
beneficial purpose, such as watering plants.) If you
are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead
in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you
can take to minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
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Chlorination

Disinfection, a chemical process used to control
disease-causing microorganisms by killing or inac-
tivating them, is unquestionably the most important
step in drinking water treatment. By far, the most
common method of disinfection in North America is
chlorination.

Before communities began routinely treating drinking
water with chlorine (starting with Chicago and Jersey
City in 1908), cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery,
and hepatitis A killed thousands of U.S. residents
annually. Drinking water chlorination and filtration
have helped to virtually eliminate these diseases in the
U.S. Significant strides in public health are directly
linked to the adoption of drinking water chlorination.
In fact, the filtration of drinking water and the use of
chlorine are probably the most significant public health
advancements in human history.

Benefits of Chlorination
* Potent Germicide Reduction of many disease-
causing microorganisms in drinking water to
almost immeasurable levels.

¢ Taste and Odor Reduction of many disagreeable
tastes and odors from foul-smelling algae secretions,
sulfides, and decaying vegetation.

* Biological Growth Elimination of slime bacteria,
molds, and algae that commonly grow in water
supply reservoirs, on the walls of water mains, and
in storage tanks.

* Chemical Removal of hydrogen sulfide (which
has a rotten egg odor), ammonia, and other
nitrogenous compounds that have unpleasant tastes
and hinder disinfection. It also helps to remove iron
and manganese from raw water.

City Council Meeting

ou are invited to participate in our city council

meetings. We meet the first and third Wednesday
of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Imperial Council
Chambers, 200 West Ninth Street.

For more information

QUESTIONS? about this report, or for any

questions relating to your drinking water, or to voice

your concerns about your drinking water, please call

Robert Emmett, Chief Water Plant Operator, at (760)
355-2155.
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