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Important Health Information

Infants and young children are typically more vul-
nerable to lead in drinking water than the general
population. It is possible that lead levels at your home
may be higher than at other homes in the community
as a result of materials used in your home’s plumbing.
If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your
home’s water, you may wish to have your water tested.
You may also flush your tap for 30 seconds to two
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.
Additional information is available from the U.S. EPA
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) guidelines
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791 or http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

Source Water Assessment
Asource water assessment plan (SWAP) is now

available at our office. If you would like to review
the SWAD, please feel free to contact our office during
regular office hours.
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Once again, we are proud to present our annual water quality report covering the period between January 1
~\_/ and December 31, 2021. In a matter of only a few decades, drinking water has become exponentially safer
and more reliable than at any other point in human history. Our exceptional staff continues to work hard
every day—at all hours—to deliver the highest-quality drinking water without interruption. Although the

challenges ahead are many, we feel that by relentlessly investing in customer outreach and education,
new treatment technologies, system upgrades, and training, the payoff will be reliable, high-quality
tap water delivered to you and your family.

Woater Treatment Process

he treatment process consists of a series of steps.

First, raw water is drawn from our water source
and sent to several holding ponds before being
pumped to a settling basin that has flocculator mix-
ers, where a polymer and a coagulant are added. The
addition of these substances causes small particles,
called floc, to adhere to one another, making them
heavy enough to settle into a basin, from which sedi-
ment is removed. At this point, the water is filtered
through layers of fine coal and silicate sand. As smaller
suspended particles are removed, turbidity disappears
and clear water emerges.

Chlorine is added after filtration to disinfect the
water, which prevents the development of bacteria. We
carefully monitor the amount of chlorine, adding the
lowest quantity necessary to protect the safety of your
water without compromising taste. Next, a portion
of the water is pumped into four granular activated
carbon columns to reduce total organic carbon,
which is one of the precursors of total trihalomethane
formation in water. Finally, the combined water is
sent to a two-million-gallon finished water tank.
From there, the water is pumped into the distribution
system and to your home or business.

City Council Meeting

You are invited to participate in our city council meet-
ings. We meet the first and third Wednesday of each
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Imperial Council
Chambers, 200 West Ninth Street, Imperial.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of Imperial receives its water supply from

the Colorado River via the All-American Canal
and the facilities of the Imperial Irrigation District.
Our treatment process includes sedimentation, coag-
ulation, flocculation, filtration, and disinfection.
The city currently provides an average of 2.6 million
gallons per day and 961 million gallons of water
annually to its citizens. At the present time, the City
of Imperial meets all applicable State Board, Division
of Drinking Water and U.S. EPA water quality
standards. The raw water we receive from the All-
American Canal exceeded standards for aluminum
and iron. Water quality data for the reporting period
ending December 31, 2021, is enclosed. Additional
2021 water quality information is available for review
upon request.

Testing for Cryptosporidium

Monitoring of our source water indicates zero pres-
ence of Cryptosporidium, a microbial pathogen
found in surface water throughout the U.S. Although
filtration removes Cryptosporidium, the most commonly
used filtration methods cannot guarantee 100-percent
removal. Current test methods do not allow us to deter-
mine if the organisms are dead or if they are capable of
causing disease. Ingestion of Cryprosporidium may cause
cryptosporidiosis, an abdominal infection. Symptoms
of infection include nausea, diarrhea, and abdominal
cramps. Most healthy individuals can overcome the
disease within a few weeks. However, immunocom-
promised people, infants and small children, and the
elderly are at greater risk of developing life-threatening
illness. We encourage immunocompromised individu-
als to consult their doctor regarding appropriate pre-
cautions to take to avoid infection. Cryptosporidium
must be ingested to cause disease, and it may be spread
through means other than drinking water.

For more information about

this report or any questions
relating to your drinking water, or to voice your concerns
about your drinking water, please call Robert Emmett,
Chief Water Plant Operator, at (760) 355-2155.
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