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For more information about 
this report, or for any questions 

relating to your drinking water, please call Wyatt Rovera, 
Chief Treatment Plant Operator, or Mathew Roberts, Water 
System Superintendent, at (209) 754-9442.

Source Water Assessment

An Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Sanitary Survey has 
been completed for our system. The purpose of the assess-

ment is to determine the susceptibility of each drinking water 
source to potential contaminant sources. The report includes 
background information and a relative 
susceptibility rating of higher, moderate, 
or lower. It is important to understand 
that a susceptibility rating of higher 
does not imply poor water quality, only 
the system’s potential to become con-
taminated within the assessment area. 
The assessment findings showed septic 
systems have a medium to high level 
of risk. Grazing, wild animals, and erosion due to stormwater 
runoff and wildfires all pose a low to medium level of risk in the 
Upper Mokelumne River Watershed. All other potential threats 
to drinking water source quality are considered to pose a low 
level of threat. If you would like a copy of our assessment, please 
feel free to contact our office during regular business hours at 
(209) 754-9442.

Community Participation

You are invited to participate in Calaveras Public Utility 
District’s (CPUD) monthly board meetings. Monthly board 

meetings are an opportunity for members of the community 
to share appreciation and concerns regarding the management 
and operation of the community’s water system. Monthly 
board meetings are held at 5:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 
each month at CPUD’s main office, 506 St. Charles Street, San 
Andreas. For more information, visit cpud.org or facebook.com/
calaveraspud, email info@cpud.org, or call (209) 754-9442.

Our Commitment

We are pleased to present to you this year’s annual water quality report. This report is a snapshot of last 
year’s water quality covering all testing performed between January 1 and December 31, 2024. Included 

are details about your source of water, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory 
agencies. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want 
you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water 
resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water and providing you with this information, 
because informed customers are our best allies.

Where Does My Water Come From?

CPUD customers are fortunate because we enjoy qual-
ity water from the Licking Fork and South Fork of the 

Mokelumne River. Water from this source is pumped to Jeff 
Davis Reservoir, which has a capacity of 2,000 acre-feet, near 
the town of Rail Road Flat. The water is then treated at the Jeff 
Davis Water Treatment Plant, constructed in 1974 and located 
on the same property as the reservoir.

Thousands have lived without 
love, not one without water.”

–W.H. Auden

Why Save Water?

Although 80% of the Earth’s surface is water, only 1% is 
suitable for drinking. The rest is either salt water or is per-

manently frozen, and we can’t drink it, wash with it, or use it to 
water plants.

Water Main Flushing

Distribution mains (pipes) convey 
water to homes, businesses, and 

hydrants in your neighborhood. The 
water entering distribution mains is 
of very high quality; however, water 
quality can deteriorate in areas of the distribution mains 
over time. Water main flushing is the process of cleaning the 
interior of water distribution mains by sending a rapid flow of 
water through them.

Flushing maintains water quality in several ways. For example, 
flushing removes sediments like iron and manganese. Although 
iron and manganese do not pose health concerns, they can 
affect the taste, clarity, and color of the water. Additionally, 
sediments can shield microorganisms from the disinfecting 
power of chlorine, contributing to the growth of microorganisms 

within distribution mains. Flushing 
helps remove stale water and ensures the 
presence of fresh water with sufficient 
dissolved oxygen and disinfectant levels 
and an acceptable taste and smell.

During flushing operations in your 
neighborhood, some short-term 
deterioration of water quality, though 

uncommon, is possible. You should avoid tap water for 
household uses at that time. If you do use the tap, allow your 
cold water to run for a few minutes at full velocity before use, 
and avoid using hot water to prevent sediment accumulation in 
your hot water tank. Please contact us if you have any questions 
or if you would like more information on our water main 
flushing schedule.

Questions?

http://cpud.org
http://facebook.com/calaveraspud
http://facebook.com/calaveraspud
mailto:info@cpud.org


Substances That Could Be in Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 

springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the 
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring 
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material and can pick 
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from 
human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that 
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be 
naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and Herbicides that may come from a variety of 
sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and 
residential uses.

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, that are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, agricultural application, 
and septic systems.

Radioactive Contaminants that can be naturally occurring or 
the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA 
and State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) prescribe 
regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in 
water provided by public water systems. U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration regulations and California law also establish 
limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same 
protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulner-
able to contaminants in drink-

ing water than the general popula-
tion. Immunocompromised per-
sons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, 
some elderly, and infants can 
be particularly at risk from 
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA)/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guide-
lines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791) or epa.
gov/safewater.

What Causes the Pink Stain on Bathroom Fixtures?

The reddish-pink color frequently noted in bathrooms on shower stalls, tubs, tile, toilets, sinks, and toothbrush holders and on 
pets’ water bowls is caused by the growth of the bacterium Serratia marcescens. Serratia is commonly isolated from soil, water, 

plants, insects, and vertebrates (including humans). The bacteria can be introduced into the house through any of these sources. The 
bathroom provides a perfect environment (moist and warm) for bacteria to thrive.

The best solution to this problem is to clean and dry these surfaces to keep them free from bacteria. Chlorine-based compounds work 
best, but keep in mind that abrasive cleaners may scratch fixtures, making them more susceptible to bacterial growth. Chlorine bleach 
can be used periodically to disinfect the toilet and help eliminate the occurrence of the pink residue. Keeping bathtubs and sinks 
wiped down using a solution that contains chlorine will also help to minimize its occurrence. Serratia will not survive in chlorinated 
drinking water.

Should I be Concerned About What I’m 
Pouring Down my Drain?

If your home is served by a sewage system, your drain is an 
entrance to your wastewater disposal system and eventually 

to a drinking water source. Consider purchasing environmen-
tally friendly home products whenever possible, and never 
pour hazardous materials (e.g., car engine oil) down the drain. 
Check with your health department for more information on 
proper disposal methods.

How Long Can I Store Drinking Water?

The disinfectant in drinking water will eventually dissipate, 
even in a closed container. If that container housed bac-

teria prior to filling up with the tap water, the bacteria may 
continue to grow once the disinfectant has dissipated. Some 
experts believe that water could be stored up to six months 
before needing to be replaced. Refrigeration will help slow the 
bacterial growth.

http://epa.gov/safewater
http://epa.gov/safewater


Lead in Home Plumbing

Lead can cause serious health effects 
in people of all ages, especially 

pregnant people, infants (both for-
mula-fed and breastfed), and young 
children. Lead in drinking water is 
primarily from materials and parts 
used in service lines and in home 
plumbing. CPUD is responsible for 
providing high quality drinking water 
and removing lead pipes but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in your 
home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure 
is possible even when your tap sampling results do not detect 
lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself 
and your family by identifying and removing lead materials 
within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your 
family’s risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National 
Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is 
effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions 
provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly. 
Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby 
formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water. 
Before using tap water for drinking, cooking, or making baby 
formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can do this 
by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load 
of dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requir-
ing replacement service line, you may need to flush your 
pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead 
in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact 
CPUD at (209) 754-9442. Information on lead in drinking 
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

To address lead in drinking water, public water systems were 
required to develop and maintain an inventory of service line 
materials by October 16, 2024. Developing an inventory and 
identifying the location of lead service lines (LSL) is the first 
step for beginning LSL replacement and protecting public 
health. The lead service inventory is available by request. 
Please contact us if you would like more information about the 
inventory or any lead sampling that has been done.

The daily volume in gallons of water recycled and reused 
in the U.S., reducing waste and conserving resources.

3.4 BILLION

The percent reduction in per capita water use in the 
U.S. since 1980, thanks to efficiency improvements.

28%

The percent effectiveness of modern water treatment 
plants in removing harmful bacteria and viruses from 
drinking water.

99.99%

The length in miles of drinking water pipes in the 
U.S. delivering clean water to millions of homes and 
businesses daily.

1.2MILLION

The number of jobs supported by the U.S. water sector.

1.7MILLION

https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


Test Results

Our water is monitored for many different kinds of substances on a very strict sampling sched-
ule, and the water we deliver must meet specific health standards. Here, we only show those 

substances that were detected in our water (a complete list of all our analytical results is available 
upon request). Remember that detecting a substance does not mean the water is unsafe to drink; 
our goal is to keep all detects below their respective maximum allowed levels.

The state recommends monitoring for certain substances less than once per year because the 
concentrations of these substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent 
sample data is included, along with the year in which the sample was taken.

We participated in the fifth stage of the U.S. EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule 
(UCMR5) program by performing additional tests on our drinking water. UCMR5 sampling 
benefits the environment and public health by providing the U.S. EPA with data on the occurrence of contaminants suspected 
to be in drinking water to determine if U.S. EPA needs to introduce new regulatory standards to improve drinking water quality. 
Unregulated contaminant monitoring data is available to the public, so please feel free to contact us if you are interested in obtaining 
that information. If you would like more information on the U.S. EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule, please call the 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community

SUBSTANCE
(UNIT OF MEASURE)

YEAR
SAMPLED AL

PHG
(MCLG)

AMOUNT 
DETECTED 

(90TH %ILE)
RANGE

LOW-HIGH
SITES ABOVE 

AL/TOTAL SITES VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Copper (ppm) 2022 1.3 0.3 ND NA 0/20 No Internal corrosion of household 
plumbing systems; erosion of natural 
deposits; leaching from wood 
preservatives.

Lead (ppb) 2022 15  0.2 ND NA 0/20 No Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural deposits.

Definitions
90th %ile: The levels reported for lead and 
copper represent the 90th percentile of the total 
number of sites tested. The 90th percentile is equal 
to or greater than 90% of our lead and copper 
detections.

AL (Regulatory Action Level): The concentration 
of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements that a water 
system must follow.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): 
The level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to 
health. MCLGs are set by the U.S. EPA.

NA: Not applicable.

ND (Not detected): Indicates that the substance 
was not found by laboratory analysis.

PHG (Public Health Goal): The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there 
is no known or expected risk to health. PHGs are 
set by the California EPA.

ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per 
billion parts water (or micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part substance per 
million parts water (or milligrams per liter).


