City of Biggs
2025 Water Quality Consumer Confidence Report
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua para beber. 
Para información adicional sobre su agua potable, comuníquese con Paul Pratt al 530-868-1396.
SOURCES OF WATER
Water for the City of Biggs (City) originates from three groundwater sources known as Well 1 (Bertha), Well 3 (Henry), and Well 4 (Willard). Well 4 is currently on standby. 
Water pumped from the wells is chlorinated as required by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Division of Drinking Water. Chlorination protects you from potential microbiological contaminants. State-certified operators manage and operate each of the facilities. The City conducts routine water quality testing at the wells and throughout the distribution system to ensure that your water meets state and federal regulations.
WATER QUALITY DEFINITIONS
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL):  The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  Primary MCLs are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG):  The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency USEPA.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL):  The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG):  The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Primary Drinking Water Standards (PDWS):  MCLs and MRDLs for contaminants that affect health along with their monitoring and reporting requirements, and water treatment requirements.
Public Health Goal (PHG):  The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  PHGs are set by the California Environmental Protection Agency. 
Regulatory Action Level: (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.
ND: not detected
pCi/L: Picocuries per liter (measure of radiation)
ppm: parts per million or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
ppb: parts per billion or micrograms per liter (µg/L)
µS/cm: Microsiemens per centimeter
GENERAL INFORMATION ON DRINKING WATER
The inclusion of the following educational language is mandated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and DDW for all Consumer Confidents Reports issued by public water systems. 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the USEPA and the SWRCB prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations and California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide the same protection for public health.
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  U.S. EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, that may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants that can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.
SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT:
A source water assessment was completed in 2011 for the wells serving the City of Biggs.  Results of the assessment that the sources are considered most vulnerable to various activities not associated with any detected contaminants. Well 1 is most vulnerable to existing and historical gas stations. Well 3 is vulnerable to agricultural drainage, sewer collection systems, agricultural and irrigation wells, as well as existing and historic gas stations. Well 4 is vulnerable to sewer collection systems and agricultural and irrigation wells. A copy of the complete assessment may be viewed at:
	SWRCB
Division of Drinking Water
364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 101
Redding, CA 96002
Office: 530-224-4800
	or at
	City of Biggs
465 C Street
Biggs, CA 95917
Paul Pratt: 530-868-1396


MICROBIOLOGICAL WATER QUALITY
The City conducts monthly testing for bacteriological contaminants in the distribution system to verify the water system is free from Coliform bacteria. In 2025, The highest number of samples found to contain Coliform bacteria during any one month was zero.
LEAD AND COPPER
The City of Biggs has prepared a service line inventory. A copy of this inventory is available upon request by contacting the City Public Works Department at 530-868-1396.
Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The City is responsible for providing high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components in your home. You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your family from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family's risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for several minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact the City Public Works Department at 530-868-1396. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Lead and copper testing of water from individual taps in the distribution system is required to occur every three years.  The table below summarizes the most recent testing results for lead and copper.
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	Sample Date
	Range
	No. of samples/No. Exceeding AL
	90th Percentile Result 
	AL

	Lead (ppb)
	2024
	ND-20.5
	10/1
	7
	15

	Copper (ppm)
	2024
	0.015-0.276
	10/0
	0.146
	1.30


Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water, you may wish to have your water tested and/or flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water. Additional information is available from the U.S. EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
DETECTED CONSTITUENTS IN OUR WATER:
The following table gives a list of all detected constituents in our water during the most recent sampling as of December 31, 2025. Please note that all constituents, regardless of their regulatory status or thresholds, that are not listed in the following table were not detected during the most recent sampling events.
	DETECTED PRIMARY DRINKING WATER CONSTITUENTS {A}

	[bookmark: _Hlk165877303]Constituent 
	Range
	Avg.
	MCL
	PHG
	Typical Source

	Arsenic (ppb)
	4.05-4.62
	4.34
	10
	0.004
	Erosion/leaching of natural deposits

	Barium (ppb)
	35.2-
49.5
	42.4
	1000
	None
	

	Chromium (ppb)
	5.28-7.64
	6.46
	50
	None
	

	Copper (ppb)
	ND-
0.67
	0.34
	1.3{B}
	0.3
	

	Fluoride (ppb)
	0.13
	0.13
	2
	1
	

	Diquat (ppb)
	0.2
	0.2
	20
	6
	Runoff from herbicide use

	Nitrate as N (ppm){C}
	1.18-
8.13
	5.37
	10
	10
	Runoff and leaching from fertilizer use leaching from septic tanks, sewage

	Chromium Hexavalent (ppb)
	0.41-7.20
	4.37
	10
	0.02
	Erosion of natural deposits; transformation of naturally occurring trivalent chromium to hexavalent chromium by natural processes and human activities such as discharges from electroplating factories, leather tanneries, wood preservation, chemical synthesis, refractory production, and textile manufacturing facilities.

	DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

	Constituent
	Range (Avg)
	MCL or MRDL
	Typical Source

	Chlorine Residual (ppm)
	0.2-0.79 (0.5)
	4.0
	Drinking water disinfectant added for treatment

	Trihalomethanes (ppb)
	0.89-5.2 (Highest LRAA=2.3) {F}
	80
	By-product of drinking water disinfection

	DETECTED SECONDARY DRINKING WATER CONSTITUENTS {D}

	Constituent 
	Range
	Avg.
	MCL
	PHG
	Typical Source

	Chloride (ppm)
	6.63-
9.58
	8.11
	500
	None
	Erosion/leaching of natural deposits

	Sulfate (ppm)
	5.22-
16.6
	10.91
	500
	None
	

	Total Dissolved Solids (ppm)
	193-302
	247.5
	1000
	None
	Runoff/leaching from natural deposits

	Zinc (ppb)
	4.2-5.8
	5.0
	5000
	None
	

	Conductivity (µS/cm)
	281-455
	368
	1600
	None
	Substances that form ions when in water

	ADDITIONAL DRINKING WATER CONSTITUENTS {E}

	Constituent 
	Range
	Avg.
	MCL
	PHG
	Typical Source

	Alkalinity as CaCO3 (ppm)
	163-205
	184
	None
	None
	Erosion/leaching of natural deposits


	Calcium (ppm)
	21.5-36.1
	28.8
	None
	None
	

	Hardness (ppm)
	127-224
	175.5
	None
	None
	

	Magnesium (ppm)
	18.5-31.8
	25.15
	None
	None
	

	pH
	7.61-7.72
	7.67
	None
	None
	

	Sodium (ppm)
	13.6-14.8
	14.2
	None
	None
	


{A} Primary drinking water constituents are regulated to protect your health. 
{B} The value referred to as an MCL for copper is not actually an MCL; instead, it is an AL.
{C} Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 mg/L is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. Such nitrate levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the infant’s blood to carry oxygen, resulting in a serious illness; symptoms include shortness of breath and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above 10 mg/L may also affect the ability of the blood to carry oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with certain specific enzyme deficiencies. If you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you should ask advice from your health care provider.
{D} Secondary drinking water constituents are regulated for aesthetic qualities.
{E} Additional drinking water constituents are of interest to some customers but have no regulatory thresholds.
{F} Calculation of the LRAA for the first three quarters of 2024 includes data from 2021-2023.
	VIOLATION INFORMATION: No violations for 2025.

	PUBLIC MEETING DATES & TIMES: Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. 3016 Sixth Street, Biggs, CA 95917



